
VATICAN STATEMENT ON VACCINES PREPARED
FROM CELLS DERIVED FROM ABORTED HUMAN

FOETUSES
Vaccines currently produced using human cell lines that come from
aborted foetuses. To date, there are two human diploid cell lines
which were originally prepared from tissues of aborted foetuses (in
1964 and 1970) and are used for the preparation of vaccines based
on live attenuated virus:

The first one is the WI-38 line (Winstar Institute 38), with human
diploid lung fibroblasts, coming from a female foetus that was
aborted because the family felt they had too many children (G. Sven
et al., 1969). It was prepared and developed by Leonard Hayflick in
1964 (L. Hayflick, 1965; G. Sven et al., 1969) and bears the ATCC
number CCL-75. WI-38 has been used for the preparation of the
historical vaccine RA 27/3 against rubella (S.A. Plotkin et al, 1965).

The second human cell line is MRC-5 (Medical Research Council 5)
(human, lung, embryonic) (ATCC number CCL-171), with human lung
fibroblasts coming from a 14 week male foetus aborted for
"psychiatric reasons" from a 27 year old woman in the UK. MRC-5
was prepared and developed by J.P. Jacobs in 1966 (J.P. Jacobs et al,
1970).

The vaccines that are using human cell lines from aborted foetuses,
WI-38 and MRC-5, today are the following:

A) Live vaccines against rubella:

The monovalent vaccines against rubella Meruvax®!! (Merck) (U.S.),
Rudivax® (Sanofi Pasteur, Fr.), and Ervevax® (RA 27/3)
(GlaxoSmithKline, Belgium)

The combined vaccine MR against rubella and measles, marketed as
M-R-VAX® (Merck, US) and Rudi-Rouvax® (AVP, France)



The combined vaccine against rubella and mumps marketed under
the name of Biavax®!! (Merck, U.S.)

The combined vaccine MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) against
rubella, mumps and measles, marketed under the name of M-M-R®
II (Merck, US), R.O.R.®, Trimovax® (Sanofi Pasteur, Fr.), and Priorix®
(GlaxoSmithKline UK)

B) Other vaccines, also prepared using human cell lines from aborted
foetuses:

Two vaccines against hepatitis A, one produced by Merck (VAQTA),
the other one produced by GlaxoSmithKline (HAVRIX), both of them
being prepared using MRC-5

One vaccine against chicken pox, Varivax®, produced by Merck using
WI-38 and MRC-5

One vaccine against poliomyelitis, the inactivated polio virus vaccine
Poliovax® (Aventis-Pasteur, Fr.) using MRC-5

One vaccine against rabies, Imovax®, produced by Aventis Pasteur,
harvested from infected human diploid cells, MRC-5 strain

One vaccine against smallpox, AC AM 1000, prepared by Acambis
using MRC-5, still on trial.

For more information go to www.immunize.org/talking-about-
vaccines/vaticandocument.htm.
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